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Baseball wants
Congress to do
its dirty work

F AY Vincent and Mljor
rague Bueball cu't
control their ch1Jdr'en, SO

they expect Congrea tD do it.
Vincentwuu CoqresI to

restrict the dupUe:atkRt by cable
supusw:1ons at other teams'
broadcuU The brattY
supenstUions say "NO!" IVery
time V"uu:ent te11a than tD respect .
t.hetr sibiinp' t.err'tmrieL

The brua are che 0k:8lO Cuba,
the pawn 01 supersw10zt WGN,
and the AtlaAta Brav_, the pawn

Qrr~~fUthaM
turned blue this week. ""We wau.14
bave tD take Braves sames off
TBS" ifVtDcent's queIt faramuol suaceeds, he takl the 68
m1U1On houaehol4l the receive
TBS. A barn&e al11,000

telegnma to Ccngra&, forwarded.
bv Turner. ensued in 24 houn. •

TBS spokesman said WednesdAy.
Vincent hu Congras' .ttention

because sweeping legislatIon
affecting the cable Ieleviaion
Industry baa reached &jo1nt
conference COIMlluee. Vincent
proposes an amendment to that
'egl" aMon that w0U!4 det1De
m-.or leque temtar,y u most 01
the United Staus, notJust the
36-m11e radius of a liven b&Uparlt
that even the IUpentationa
respea. 1l".e Gianta, for example,
expect domain over Northern
Ca11tom1a. Oregon and Nev~

TBS calls this the Mexr.t!Ided
bla.ckaut." Vincem c:1aims it 1sn't
extended at. aU and that a S5-aWe
rad1us protee:r.a only ballpark
attendance. nat televisioa nt1D.p.

Cansidermg~Leque
8peebaJJ.'s IWce in teIevi8iDn
~enue lAd the amount of that
revenue at has pIedced tD p1a)rera
as • rault, am.s&emation ia
UDderstan.da.ble when a
mpersuuon borDa in an another
team'. ten1tDry. Why would Bay
Area fIN forte over .10 extra tOI
SportSChannel each month if the
Giants' game is a1Io Oft a
IU~?

TBS la 8QuawkiD& that it can't
alford rebatea tD ever)' cable
mmpany that waa1d I2n7l1DOw
Jzwtead otBravee ..... QD TBB.
but no mare thUll0 pen::em of
r.hoIe 68 millkXl taam.. would be
blacked au: for a 11"came.

It lVOUld. however. pen.!lu the
Mouth of the Sauth tor' hia
.Y&II.kee ingeDuuy. It...Vel7
smart of Tumer. the CUbe'
OWDCn aDd WOR-TV (which



SPORTS ON TV
8, Michael Hlestaad

USA TODAY

Tuesday, August 4, 1992

TBS confident of win
in cable-bill showdown

Tune in to TBS' Atlanta Braves.andnnat1 Reds games
tonight and you'U llke1y hearSkIp caray relay a IDe!II8ge ot
thanks from Ted Turner b1mselt.

But don't bother Ustening tor your name: The love note
will only single out about a dorl.en members ot Congress.

What a dl1rerence 48 hours can
IDIIke. On SUnday's Braves cable
cast. carayurged viewers to write
their members of Congress 
.....'ming tbey can read" - and
then directed an enthusiastic
Bronx ebeer at pollUdans trYing
to pass legIslatlon "without any
body 1aloWtng about It...

Tbls is TV baseball?
Wen, it is tor now. Wbetber we

can an now go back to regularly
scbeduled programming depends
on wbo you listen to.

Bert carp, a Wasbington. D.e.,
lobbyist for Turner Broadcasting,

says he liked what he heard in the balls of CoDgl'e9l Mon
day. "We are now con1ldent that basebalrs proposal bas
been beaten back."

But David Alwortb. Major League Baseball's broadcast·
ing dlreetor, would like to remind carp that Wasblngton
also is known as The ety That Never Stops lJ"gIslaHng In
response to TBS' carp waving a ebeckered lag, Alwortb
says tbls is "absolutely stW a llve ilBUe...

FIrst, a backgrounder. The ilBUe that bas created (at least
temporarily) the kinder. gentler Skip caray is a c:ongrer
slonal debate - or lack of debate - over a proposal that
would restrict supemation baseball cablecasts.

Both houses ot the U.s. Congress have passed compre
hensive legislaUon a1fectlDg many areas ot cable TV. Now
the bill goes to a joint House-Senate conference, a group
that normally Irons out dl1rerences between eaeb house's
bills to create a hybrid meant to saD through Congress.

But Turner Broadcasting, whOlle TBS network is the larg
est superstat1011, detected What it calls a back~oor attempt
to add an amendment that hadn't been debated. The
amendment would force local cable operators to black out
superstaUon games in any TV market where there was also
local TV coverage of a game. Those blackouts could extend
far and wide - Major League Baseball de1lnes some TV
"home markets" as extending into neighboring states.

Wondering why you should care? Wen. TBS argues that
cable operators faced with game blackoUts might decide
games from supemations, sueb as TBS. WGN and WOR,
are simply more trouble tban they're worth - and drop
them altogether.

But Major League Baseball says blackouts would help 10
eal broadcasters and cablecasters. who might add more 10
eal TV games It they didn't have to compete with supersta
tions tor viewers and ad money.

Turner Broadcasting went so tar as to actua11y send pr0
test telegrams to members of Congress In the name ot any
viewer who ca11ed a toll-free number Friday night. About
6,000 viewers ca11ed.

But by Monday, the relleved cablecaster was readying its
thank-you notes to Congress. sen. Fritz Holllngs, W.e., who
is cbalrman of the Senate Commerce committee and is ex·
pected to be named to the joint senate-House conference,
we1gb.ed in on the ilBUe Monday.

Sort ot. Hollings denied that a blackoUt amendment was
even under consideration - ca11ing sueb talk "ridlculous
rumors" - but vowed to stand guard against the phantom
threat anyway. "If anyone wants to put it in." said Hollings,
"I would give it the Tomahawk Chop."

Stl1l, tbls is politics - where it ain't over tlU CoDgl'e9l ad
journs. TBS' carp bas a letter·from 50 House members op
posing the blackout amendment. But Alwortb says Major
League Baseball also bas support among House members
wIlo. "in tbls at_t, are pitching the cable bill so as to least
disadvantage baseball and baseball tans across country,"

Stay tuned. Carny might even call some balls and strikes.
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gl'&InmiJ'lg. Skip is righti.it~ou1~ ~ead to Ul.e encl 0( the
~rave~ on the auperstation.' ,

D1X"e .&JwC?l't.h. baseball's director, ~.! broadcaa;mg,
does not conceal his d1sagTeeJ1l"nt. WIth Hughes-, as

, 5eS!lment. ",Cllble companies know a lot abo\Jt pro
~nmi"g. They col:ld easily handle them: AU we are
~k.inJ1' i$ 'the ~I)d of duplicative telecasts." be ~YI.

Al~'{'lrth c:oncedes ESPN woUld benefit from TBS
n'.lltriction~. ESPN's baseball audience has been, ~p
pil)~ AS tho Bravea' hu been going up. "'There Dre onJy
SC\ many fans out there," be SSlYs.
. c~) ~timll.tes that baseb~.mak~ $50 mlllion a

VC8I' via supe~tations.$15 million O(Whleh ~es~
Turner. An equal arnOW'll. is paid 0)' cable ~JZ'Ipanles

I\l.lti~all~· as part of the t~~t.,!Ul!:'!'h~l2!.th~~,

<.~~i con~~E from ot.hezo auperstations.
"We would give t!:Ie:Il ba.c:k their $SO milllon,· saj"ll

AlWtlrth. noting that ESP~ pa)"3 twice tb:3t' llmOwtt
each f:pason in a eontra~ up tor renew8l after '1993.,
whicll could be hard blu-gaining considering the eatile
c:hlUlnel ha.<; heen losing money for toW" seasons.

Alwol'th is boti)ered b)' the Braves'.use of'the air
w:lj'!- to Jl)hb~' the supent.a.tion cause. "Baebal1 is tor
entertainment. They. have .& neW! staticn. Let. them
ulllke. the C:a$e on CNN,- b2 says,

How ahout JI dp.h~te on "The Larry King Shcwi' on
CNN?

"I.~,~" c1eeid~ on tile topics,-.aays Carp. ~nding
doubtnll. ,

Cal'}> JWes no apology for the on-air Jobb~.
"If, done aU the time. Jen'Y Brown UAed 'an 800 mw.'
bc!r seeking funds" Dired. mailins ll&ts are used. It lI'U
a~ idea." he says. but~ to claim creditfor it.

The Chi~ Cubs, not in~ent to the issue !?e
,c~u~ tbtir supenb-tion outlet, WGN, Ja televialng.l~O
Cub.ll gam~ and 45 White 'Sox games, is thWcing of a
llolmi~r ~pp1'Oacl)" .

The Cubs and WGN are part of tbe Tribune Co.,
wh~ Wa:..hinf\.On lobbyist. Shllun Sheehan,. has a \-i
51CII1 invoMng Skip Cal'ay's fathu, Harry, the, loud.
cmotion-cnlll'gvd C~ba'announ~. "

"W(! haven't decided to tm'%l him loose )'ft." Q3'8
Sh~hllTl. "YOlJ know Harry. He'D set on the air ~d
jUi'L :lilY· 'The bastarQ:s are Uj"ing to~_~! p;pe_
HW<lY from us.' And that will be that'r

_. " ·w·.·a ._.•••••

.. A ringing endorsement·
~nerts,cal1~'for support bring' widespread resp()~!:.¥·o~ au~e~~_

D
·' OKS THE END iosrIFY THE MEANS

when TBS OWDez- Tcld Tumer USC$ Brav~

telecast. to campaign against J2rOP08ed logis.
. laijon tba.t would limit the games his super
lWion call deUver to itsSS nUll10n cable sub-

ecriben?, ' .
The issue " complex, but a liWe clarification W1I.'"

provided by Bravea play-by-play man Skip Can)'
when he delIvered a cloomAday pre&tIon thllt if the
bllckou~ adniendment in ,the us Roils.e is PRS~. it
~tmea:1 the end c! the Braves on TBS.

DurUlg last Friday's Braves-Giants teleca.<;t, !iOme
17,000 viewers re5p=ded to Caray's ~vitation to call
an" 800 number. VWe,·got all! ft'om 50 states plus
D.C.,· says Greg 'H~ibe& or.J:prner'Broadcastjng._
, Operators asked callera whether Turner could llend
a telegr.l.lP in their nameS against. the b~kout propos
al. Nat to 'worry itcallers did not kn09' their C01J8n'."'~

man', name; Turner also w~d take care of that.
WIth a tree phone' call. free telegram and free re

aean:ht what'BraveA flIn ecUld re&iat! '1'u:'ner called off
the teJegram deluge at. 6,000, merely i.Wng the follow
'mg 11,000 respondents to write a letter of t:~pport on
th~· own. '

Talk about a bWly. pulpit.
"It was more efrec:Uve than ~ thought it would

be: sa.Y8"aUorney Bert, 'Carp, Tbmu's Washingtol1
lob~y\st. -AI. the duBt·sett1~we have strong indica-
tion of support.It .-

Baek' to Car"y and The Cause: During Sunt1a..y·~

• g~tii"e aga1ns~'the Giants. he ~d hls audience they had
done e1.IOU~ Monday INai' an off day fOT the Brn"CF:,
but ,on 'T\leid.ay at the s~ of & bip; $~ries '\I,.1th the
Reds, Caray read a Hat. of 10 or &0 politiei3n$ wh(l had
'lndieated,their oppUldtiu%I to Il bill to Umtt tel~"tS.

Rep. Ed Markey (D.Mass.) was not on Cu:lY's li$t
Reportadly, he i. atiIl weighing the meliLc:. ~f t.ht~

amendment. As a drMn~ force behind the pcndin~ reo
regulation bDl. he ,is determined "not to let tnt' E'T1ti,·{'

bill be sidel:l'nCked by a si':lgle amendment.
The iasue is not on~~ided.Ba..'l4!ball -;rant-I; tA.) black

. ~t TBS in t.he market. of the~ the Eravt~:< :u~
opposing, as long as the game al$(, is: being televi!"ed in
'\hat .:-ea.. In clrect. it. would &\'old d'llpllcll\e OCIve:r~"'e.

But bal;.eball markets CO\'er YU~ ares,,;: Thll! Red Sox
claim their,jurisdiction includes most or New Enll::ln<'l:
the Giant8 four SLat68; !.he Brave" .much of tht: 50lJt.h:
IIZld the Cardinals wide arus of the Michvesl.

Acl"firdinlZ to HUihes.. the proposed ~~t2ictibn~

:~uJdr9q\.l.U'9-UB to be diadp~d on blackout al:I1~.
and gnmes are open·end~dand can ~~,fOT a l~ng tun€.

._andour eontr~ob1iga~~to P~IQE"_~ubst~~~~~.
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A P PEN D I X B

BRAVES
HOME TEAM(S) BRAVES LOCAL

MARKET (DMA) NATIONAL AMERICAN HOMES RATING
New York Mets Yankees 21,287 0.32
Los Angeles Dodgers Angels 18,948 0.39
Chicago Cubs White Sox 5,451 0.18
Philadelphia Phillies 12,833 0.49
San Francisco-Oakland Giants A's 8,427 0.38
Boston Red Sox 6,411 0.30
Washington/Baltimore Orioles 7,611 0.27
Dallas Rangers 3,902 0.22
Detroit Tigers 4,448 0.26
Houston Astros 4,622 0.32
Atlanta Braves 209,804 14.53
Cleveland Indians 6,139 0.43
Seattle Mariners 7,798 0.57
Minneapolis Twins 3,061 0.23
Miami Marlins 17,665 1. 38
Pittsburgh Pirates 9,949 0.88
st. Louis Cardinals 4,484 0.41
Denver Rockies 5,861 0.58
San Diego Padres 3,984 0.44
Milwaukee Brewers 1,847 0.24
Cincinnati Reds 6,177 0.81
Kansas City Royals 3,088 0.41

Toronto Blue Jays N/A N/A
Montreal Expos N/A N/A



A P PEN 0 I X C

BRAVES RATINGS/WIN-LOSS & ATTENDANCE

YEAR WIN-LOSS STANDING ATTENDANCE TV GAMES RATING SHARE HOUSEHOLDS
1980 81-80 4th PLACE 1,048,411 100 N/A N/A N/A
1981 *25-29 4th PLACE N/A N/A N/A N/A

*25-27 5th PLACE 535,418 107 N/A N/A N/A
1982 89-73 1st PLACE 1,801,985 117 N/A N/A N/A
1983 88-74 2nd PLACE 2,119,935 154 4.9 10.0 1,306,000
1984 80-82 2nd PLACE 1,724,892 150 4.1 8.0 1,302,000
1985 66-96 5th PLACE 1,350,137 154 3.3 6.6 1,140,000
1986 72-89 6th PLACE 1,387,181 144 2.8 5.7 1,001,000
1987 69-92 5th PLACE 1,217,402 150 2.3 4.9 947,000
1988 54-106 6th PLACE 848,089 134 2.2 4.6 976,000
1989 63-97 6th PLACE 984,930 124 1.9 4.0 923,000
1990 65-97 6th PLACE 980,129 109 1.7 3.4 891,000
1991 94-68 1st PLACE 2,140,217 124 2.0 4.2 1,147,000
1992 98-64 1st PLACE 3,077,400 125 2.3 4.7 1,332,000

*SPLIT SEASON DUE TO PLAYERS' STRIKE


